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ABSTRACT : In India rural women play a significant and crucial role in agriculture development
and allied fields including in the main crop production, livestock production, horticulture, post
harvest operations, agro-social forestry and fishery etc. They act as farm producers, wage earners,
and care takers of the family. With so much of contribution by women in on farm and off farm
activities it is unfortunate that power, authority, decision-making and access to resources issues
seem to rest exclusively with the males and eventually women acquired a role slowly, which lost
its dignity, respect and values. Unequal access to resources limits women’s capacity to ensure
agricultural productivity, security life hoods and food security and is increasingly linked to
poverty, migration, urbanization and increased risk of violence. Women’s access to all financial
services, including savings, insurance and remittance transfers and credit, is essential to allow
them to benefit fully from economic opportunities.
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